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Clearly, the news has been occupied entirely by the Coronavirus pandemic over the 

last months, as we all find our way through the lockdown and the changes that this 

brings to our lives.  Amongst all of the difficult news however, have been some 

kernals of hope.  There are many examples of communities stepping up and 

supporting each other during this difficult time, and some interesting initiatives 

building.  Many of us are thinking about how these positives can be retained into the 

future.  

 

While the wider situation reduces the capacity for many pre-planned campaigns and 

actions, there are still some important things to draw your attention to.  Scottish 

Government consulations are still going ahead and the closing date of the Wild 

Wrasse Harvesting consultation is approaching on 10th May.  SIFT have published a 

hugely helpful guide to responding to the consultation and we hope you will join CCN 

in calling for a genuinely sustainable and properly regulated fishery based on sound 

science. 

 

RSPB have released this year's call for nominations for the Nature of Scotland 

Awards, which you might remember CCN were recognised at last year (we made the 

shortlist but did not win) and some of you appeared on this short video about the 

Network.  Nominations for the 2020 awards are open until 1st June.  Friend of CNN, 

Louise Muir from Wild Side of Jura, has kindly offered to support any members in 
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developing a nomination. 

 

Corin Smith's new Inside Scottish Salmon Feedlots website has launched, including 

interactive maps of sites across Scotland.  These are intended to put more 

information into the hands of local residents and include data on biomass, mortalities, 

chemical usage etc.  

 

Read on for this month's CCN updates! 

 

   

  

 

 

Gartmore 3.2? 

 

As most of you know, the COVID-19 crisis unfortunately forced us to cancel the 

much anticipated, third gathering of the Coastal Communities Network in March.  We 

are delighted to announce that we have been able to rearrange the date with 

Gartmore House to the weekend of 27th November 2020.  We are very hopeful to 

see as many of you as possible there and we expect it to be an even more 

enthusiatic meeting of friends than before!  Thank you to those who have responded 

with their availability for this new data.  Remind yourself of the draft programme here. 
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Out of the Covid crisis comes community action 

 

The Covid-19 crisis has deeply impacted us all, and none more so than local fishers 

and small businesses. With regular markets and supply chains disrupted, 

communities across the country are stepping up to support each other. Here are a 

few initiatives to get behind and support, in these unprecedented times. 

 

Local Shellfish Sales – Skye and Lochalsh 

Support your local fishermen –  Buy fresh shellfish straight from the quayside, or get 

it delivered to your door! 

 

Isle 20 – Go Island Shopping! 

Support the Scottish islands during Covid-19 by shopping from the comfort of your 

sofa! 

 

Creelers – Arran 

Arran folks, the wait is over! Support your local creel fisherman, Ian. Fresh catch 

(weather dependent) at Lamlash Pier at 1pm every Friday. 

 

#LocalFishForDinner Berwickshire 

 Fill your fridge and give the community a boost by having #LocalFishForDinner. 
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Visit the COAST online store! 

COAST’s mission is to protect and restore a diverse, abundant and beautiful marine 

environment for everyone in Arran, the Clyde and Scotland. 

 

Visit the Plastic@Bay online store! 

Plastic@Bay is a community-interest company aiming at tackling marine plastic 

pollution in NW Scotland and beyond. We remediate shore pollution, research on 

plastics flux and stock, research on recycling and provide educational outreach. 

  

 

 

 

 

Open Seas: Fish Local 

 

Open Seas' new blog series aims to help us all to choose local sustainable seafood 

and to support our local inshore fishers at this difficult time.   

"Fishing and eating local has always been something we have supported. So here is 

our contribution to help people do that.  
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Over the coming months, we are going to run through some of Scotland’s seafood 

offering, illustrate where they are caught, where they are landed and attempt to help 

you figure out what exactly is local sustainable seafood. 

Things are going to change quickly here, but we will try to keep things updated as 

best we can. We will use the Marine Conservation Society’s Good Fish Guide ratings 

to inform sustainability – in the past we have not always agreed with what they 

conclude, but it’s a good yardstick. We will use 2018 fisheries data because that’s 

about as recent as we can access just now."  

Read more and view the landing maps at Open Seas – Fish Local  

 

 

 

 

 

Environmental and Planning regulations relaxed 

 

The Scottish Environment Protection Agency (Sepa) has agreed to relax the rules 

governing monitoring, the weight of salmon in cages and how long they can stay 

there. This is intended to help fish farms cope with staff shortages caused by the 

Covid-19 pandemic.   
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Sepa has issued a temporary regulatory position statement on the fish farming 

industry covering 24 March to 30 June 2020. It recognises that “during a significant 

outbreak of Covid-19 the ability of operators to run their operations may be 

compromised by a lack of available staff”. 

 

Salmon farmers “may be unable to comply” with environmental regulations “for 

reasons beyond their control”, Sepa’s statement said. The collection, analysis and 

reporting of environmental samples may be delayed. This will “not be treated as a 

non-compliance” provided that Sepa is notified in advance and given a “suitable 

explanation”. 

 

Harvesting of salmon may also be delayed, meaning that they may remain at sea in 

cages for longer than permitted. According to Sepa, breaches will be allowed 

providing an explanation is given in advance. 

 

Salmon cages may also exceed their biomass limits, causing more seabed pollution. 

But again Sepa will permit the breaches as long as operators take “all practical steps 

to minimise the scale of exceedance” and give assurances that environmental harm 

will be minimised. 

 

On top of this, Highland Council have agreed changes to their delegation of 

authorities related to the planning process, during the Covid crisis.  This means that 

"all planning applications will be granted, unless objections are given by two local 

Councillors".  

 

While we all understand the difficulties posed by the pandemic, many CCN members 

are worried that these changes signal a step backwards for environmental protection 

and could potentially have long-lasting impacts on our marine ecosystems. 
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Welcome: West Coast Matters 

 

As many of you will know already, CCN community group member Save Seil Sound, 

whose most active member, Ewan, has been part of CCN for a number of years, 

recently came to the decision that the time had come for Save Seil Sound to be 

wound up. Group members agreed that Save Seil Sound had successfully met the 

aims for which it was founded. 

  

Further to this, Ewan has launched ‘West Coast Matters’, which has joined CCN as 

an Associated Organisation. WCM is a website and Facebook page which posts 

research and information on environmental threats, mainly on the Scottish west 

coast. We’re really excited to work with West Coast Matters, which joins a host of 

other fantastic organisations linked to the Network in this way. 

 

 

 

   

Welcome: Dunbar Harbour Trust 
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We're pleased to welcome an East Coast Associated Organisation on board this 

month - Dunbar Harbour Trust.  Situated at the mouth of the Firth of Forth Dunbar is 

one of East Lothian's most beautiful & popular seaside towns, it is known nationally & 

internationally as the birthplace of John Muir, renowned naturalist & conservationist. 

Dunbar Harbour is a busy working harbour with a commercial fleet landing mainly 

shellfish. The harbour is also home to one of the largest lifeboat stations in the area 

and there is a thriving Sailing Club and a Coastal Rowing Club as well as attracting 

many diving clubs to enjoy the seas. 

 

Environmental stewardship is one of the Trust's core principles and the Harbour 

Master, Quentin, is keen to work with CCN members to share ideas and to explore 

potential for collaboration.  Welcome! 

 

 

 

 

Update on CCN sub-groups 

 

We know that one of the difficulties that we all face is keeping up with all of the 

emails that we receive (and send, in my case!). In the interest of trying to cut this 

down, and to give everyone greater control over what they receive, I have created 

google groups email addresses for each of the CCN sub-groups.  This means that 

the below email addresses will replace the contact lists that we keep for the sub-

groups. 

  

Sending an email to this address will copy that message to all members of the 

group.  I have added everyone into the lists that they are already a member of.  If 

you would like to remove yourself, you can do so at any time. You can also change 

the frequency of emails received from individual to daily or a digest. If you haven't 

received any emails and think that you should have, please check your junk inbox! 

 

Aquaculture: CCNAquaculture@googlegroups.com; 

Hope Spot: CCNHopeSpot@googlegroups.com; 

Seabed Reform: CCNSeabedReform@googlegroups.com; 

Seaweed Harvesting: CCNSeaweed@googlegroups.com; 

Climate Emergency: CCNClimate@googlegroups.com         

  

Please note that only members of each sub-group can send emails to these 
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addresses - if you are a full CCN member and would like to join a sub-group get in 

touch (info@communitiesforseas.scot).  I hope this will be easy and give everyone 

greater control over sharing information within the groups.  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

West Coast Waters: Scotland 2020 

 

West Coast Waters is a collaboration of all west coast DMOs and tourism 

organisations collectively representing over 2,500 tourism interests across the west 

coast of Scotland. It is supported by the key public agencies and travel partners in 

the area. 

 

West Coast Waters has been created to encourage people to celebrate the stunning 

west coast of Scotland, by getting in the water, on the water or being near the water. 

The perfect tie in to VisitScotland's Year of Coast and Waters 2020, but specifically 

recognising the diverse landscapes and wealth of activities the west coast offers. 

We hope to be welcoming you later in 2020 but for now Stay Safe. 
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The Economics of Salmon Farming 

   

An independent economic report, commissioned by two leading Scottish charities, 

has revealed that the Scottish Government has failed to assess the costs the salmon 

farming industry causes to other economic sectors and has only considered those 

benefits the industry brings. 

As a result, the report proposes the Scottish Government’s policy of supporting the 

substantial expansion of the salmon farming industry should be put on hold until 

further economic evidence has been obtained including a comprehensive Cost 

Benefit Analysis. 

 

The report estimates that the salmon farming industry’s “Gross Value Added”, which 

has been extensively quoted and relied on by Highlands and Islands Enterprise and 

Marine Scotland, is possibly exaggerated by 124%, whilst employment could be 

overestimated by a massive 251%’ and that, given an “evidence base that is partial, 

incomplete, unreliable and even irrelevant, it is difficult to understand how the 

Scottish Government can sensibly address the question of whether further damage 

to Scotland’s marine environment is a price worth paying.” 

 

The charities also commissioned an independent peer review of the report. The peer 

review concludes that the evidence on which Scottish Government relies for 

expanding salmon farming is “partial, incomplete and inappropriate for use in 

assisting public sector decision making’ and that ‘if the Scottish Government does 
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propose to support expansion of the Scottish aquaculture sector then a proper 

assessment needs to be made.” 

The report not only provides valuable insight into the industry and has potential 

policy implications, but also puts this data into the hands of communities who are 

challenging planning applications for new or expanded sites within their local inshore 

areas. Scottish coastal communities have reacted to the report with anger, calling for 

a moratorium on new salmon farms and an inquiry into the Scottish Government’s 

Salmon Farming in Scotland Review. 

  

Read the report at Salmon & Trout Conservation Scotland: Salmon Farming: New 

study shows economic costs never assessed by government 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Call for CCN views! 

 

Please see the below from Peter Hume, MSc student at Edinburgh University, asking 

for your input on the potential for management changes to the Loch Sunart to Sound 

of Jura Marine Protected Area! 
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If you have an economic or personal interest in the area of sea covered by the 

Loch Sunart to Sound of Jura Marine Protected Area,  would you be willing to 

spend 20 minutes (probably less) answering an online survey about the 

potential for ‘Ecosystem Based Management’ within this site?  The survey will 

be available until 22nd June. 

 

I am a mature student studying a masters in Marine Policy at Edinburgh 

University.  As someone who spends much of their leisure time on the water, I have 

an interest in conserving Scotland's marine environment, but as a scientist I 

appreciate the need for humans to find ways to exploit that environment more 

sustainably than we currently do so. 

 

My studies focus on ecosystem based management (EBM).  Unlike some 

conservation models, EBM recognizes that humans are an integral part of the 

ecosystem, instead of viewing them as an external pressure .  EBM also promotes 

the understanding that no single aspect of the ecosystem can be efficiently and 

successfully protected, without protecting the ecosystem as a whole.  

 

One of the key pillars of EBM is that the human community which uses or values 

the ecosystem is involved in managing it, at as local a level as possible.  With this in 

mind, my dissertation aims to assess the level of understanding and enthusiasm for 

EBM among stakeholders in the Loch Sunart to Sound of Jura MPA. 

 

The survey linked to below is the core part of my dissertation.  While I aim to find a 

way to work in this field, I would like to emphasize that there are no actions pending 

upon the outcome of this survey.  It is hoped, however, that the final report will be 

read by policymakers, and that it will present useful data for current initiatives which 

are being undertaken in the area. 

 

The survey is mostly comprised of multiple-choice questions and should take no 

more than 20 minutes to complete.  Anonymity is assured, and no names of 

individuals or companies will be released to the public.  Your input is very much 

appreciated. 

 

If you have any questions before, during or after completing it, please email me at 

s1885851@ed.ac.uk. The survey will be available until 22nd June. 

 

https://peterjph.wixsite.com/mpasurvey 
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Friend of CCN, Cecilie Dohm, Policy Officer at John Muir Trust, has shared JMT's 

Spring 2020 journal with us.  This issue focuses on 'What lies Beneath: Protecting 

our Coastal Riches' and includes interviews with some CCN members. 

 

Click the image to read. 

 

Thank you Cecilie!  
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CCN Facebook Group 

 

Did you know that the Coastal Communities Network has a Facebook Group for 

Members?  If you are a Member, Supporter or an Associated Organisation, then join 

the group! 

 

    

 

 

 

 

Join here  
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